avs. UNE aid EL 


= 2% pA 


1 4 : 
LOTT - 19” 4a 
3 
Is: 
* * 
3 


by Fe 
* 
£ Va 
* * 

„ 

— 4 1 


5 


r 


$9023 
5 2 


- 


46. e 2 * * nr 


. N 7 25 - s h ; I : 
= . * — . 
. 141. Wn 1 7 by ' * . 2 

N „ * $4.4 


» r 157 
| "I $44 13h 
5 * a | * 6 *vÞ i a 
Were N nn Ness * 1 Wess gegn I 0 1 Kuss N 


dare Uu d. Wird, 29% N. S Wo barn ; IR W. IK 


a GEES. ING 1 . * Nen a * I Nod * 89018 
. NN *—I xs Ay "Wn: — — 
Mn N — ade We it NN G4 re * Nee d * A 85 | ne I 
A mY 7, ons ivicl 1 e 40; qt Me da ves ede 
; . of J hep * N Ne 
— 3 £ * * . - 
>. * 


— 


idawH Hom 1067 


NB TR EN ME 


= 81 K S5 * mY B 


IJ Preſent you in the Mn . 3 true Idea 4 I Teak i 
: of ly tata. 10 rs could it be N al others, w 
, the [ame degree Candour Aare it 908, * 

of fir Advant ee 0 re 
Ares 88 almoſt deftroye 


e ee fey: los fl x be N 
if bees f more Inſinuative, and aw 


"Time; Theother, becauſe realy there were | inter ſent b 4 Naveen, to 4 
Conf. in which moſt of- the things aa that apdin theſe; only now 
they came refined from. all the Refletionethut weve PW! wal, and 5 
3 ene, | Tyr: 
72 5 ws part, r Fondneſs in 
W fone 0 7 in th L Her 
Lender 1 . 


485 8 "9 v9 IM 9 n 
e The Epiſtle Beleg. 


Fre ro Forture. If upon the ſevereſt 5 bbs can 2 Gamt- © 
— — . or duly on 55 e Pon that "wil ot and £4 7 


Bor till then I cannot believe 
; as of”, and. what T am ere | 
| That Eccleſiaſtical Government is 4 Prudential thing and ; 
and that be only Truc aw Ml L Jure Divino in the 
preſent [+ 7 is [by Law Eftabliſhed, d 'T am, . 
1 „ 8 "of 4 LE 
o 
9632 ; * 4 
f EN mol an FRY «4,57 e + SALE 1 if F 
Vis "$6 ihr 44H 135 50 1 N. 2 2 £5 * 
. 7 * ; | 80 11 a . a\ . ; N. x * B 8 K 1 G P 
CALL. ane „dne STE AL Res 4 e Nd SUES —ͤ 
\'Y TY T3 HIER mu , \s\ ru Gas of 4. 0 4 ws ITE * 
| 28 err 8 rr 
8 | | - a — +114 418 ed * 
| 7 LOT EA TRIXAKT nn 18 e 
_—- „ r end N t ah NN 8 191 5 =o 1 WR. 2 


Gs 2a | | : $3: he * TL 
e Wd. BEV #5 VS OA, LS * Ny re u he . 
: * „ — 4 - * "+, g * 5 7 N _—_ : 3 — * 4 
bee e ee eee „% Ws e ene en 
a * 7 P 4 * 1 * 
7 I ; Ad it 1 
| eee vin; a BY IG WOE 0 a RR”. 
Wo + ITE adds); 1893 Ms 1. 
1 555 a & RU Mind . G 8 . 4 Wo 
"A 1 . che T5 AY Au y! ih. YR. 15 ; 
a : . «A+ 7 WEEN * 


1 


＋ "Uh 2662 giti 05 Nn ee 25 hy 9 tene 
RO \ urg 3 
24 ko naige: ee eee tang 


neee ws whe 43 
995963, 1 RMA 7 
24:41; U ulira;l e meta 
| { 


Gd; 2012 eee | 1 6. „„ 
di 101 then ide ite i M s le 
04.193 44 IG 24 . 3224 at- ay 10 21g; 40580 67 $3 thai 


* 1 1 „ „r. IR 
4 — 11 * x 113081 $5: A 2 3. 8 r — = 2 * 
* 
1s Md N 1 « Pr 
"4k ne de ct 


r EZ. 
„ 


6 
- 


. 


S 6 F 
* ; 7 an 
ie 
188 1 2 
5 


. _ * r re 
re 5 o "8 88 N. A : 
"ge e 

vis e : 


bi, ** | 
domina ys 


8 


ode * PIES” 8 8 1 8 2 2 
I 7 22 N 3 * 2 Ph. ; 1 2 A 6 
= 


is which 
ſuch a 


a 2 - = r 95 n bo g 7 3 75 A 1 2 3 o 
1 * 4 7 4 e 8 1 . * 5 * F 3 +4 2 25 4 1. " - — 88 > 42 * % \ 
„ G5 „ + p * A Re „ * 3 * l 
o : . —_ - * — * » 
= L . o . l 8 pe 4 
TY 
* 
L * 
. ths , * 
p F 7 i 
” 
— 


The Apoſtleſhip was an Epiſcopacy, but not ſuch an Epiſcapacy as that 
you contend ſor, an more t dan hecauſe it was called a Deaconey, it was fi 
Deacoury as that which u as not inſtituted till ſome time after, Adr 6. -Epiſcopacy 
is a word of ample: Signification ; ſor, not to mention prophane Authors, a-) 
Homer, Plutarch, Cicero, &c. in which we read the word: It is certain 5 ap- % „ 
plies it often unto God; Peter in his firſt Epiſtle applies it unto the Elders, and A. is: 
here in the 44, 1. it is applied unto the Apoſtles; and therefore being a word 92 5 
of ſo general ſigniſcation, nothing is deducible trom it, as to the ſpecial nature & 49% 
of any. Office, except by way of- Analog. | 4 TEAS 
To be plain with you, the Writers df the F irſt — ( Cyprian was in the 
Third.) had no thoughts that appear of any ſuch Succeiſion ot Biſhops in the, 2 
Office of the Apoſtieſhip, as you imagine; even that Ignatius you ſo much admire — fa; 
and who pleads ſo much for the Prelacy of Biſhops, though he compares them g,,,zv& 
ſometimes to God, and other times to Chriſt (which I believe you inſiſt notup- au,” 2 
on, becauſe you thought it a little too much), yet he never that 1 can find com- ** 


pares them to the Apoſtles : Their College, if you will believe Ignatiu, was 
imitated , not to ſay ſucceeded - by. the Presbytery. 1 add, That Eich in 
bis Annals of Alexander tells us, as Hierom alſo does, That St. Aark, ordained, 
that the Presbytery of the Church of Alexandria ſhould conkiſt of 12. and no 
doubt in Imitation of- the College of the Apoſtles, the Presbyterij of that Churck 
did. vety early conſiſt of that number, though poſlibly not ſo early as to be an ln: 
ſtitution of the Eyangelift Mark, In fine, not one word in Clemens Romanus, a C. E 
Writer of the Firſt Age, of any ſuch Succeſſion of Biſhops diſtinct from Presby- 4d Corinth 
ters, in the Office of the Apoſtleſhip ; He knew but Two Orders of Apoſtolical 1 
Inſtitution, to wit, the Biſhops and Deagons; of which more hereaſter. 
38 if the propet Work and Office of the Apoſtles conſiſted in their being, by 
Office, che firſt Preachers, and Witneſſes of Chriſt, by whom they were im 
diately ſent for that purpoſe, then tertainly tbat Work and Office, as well as their 
Miſſion to it, Was extraordinary, and but Temporary. And if after ing Bar 
made Chriſtians by their Preaching, and had framed them under perpetual 1 
ing Orders, they did on ſome occaſions interpoſe their own dthorty, either by © 2 
way of Direction upon apt ba ud, que or elſe. for Reformation of Abuſes and ; 
? carriages. That was Mary too, and by yertue of a juriſdiction natu- 
rally ariſing; and remaining in them, (as alſo in the Evangeliſfs ) as they were 
the Fathers and Founders of Churches. | 1 4 
But that this Authority which was paramount and extraordinary, is devolved 
won op other Perſons, . as Succeſſors of the Apoſtles, lyes on you to evince ; 
and I think it is an hard Province: For either.ghe Apoſtles inſt ituted ſuch Succeſſors 
which you call Biſhops, (and I for diſtinctipn- ſake will call prelates J while them» 
ſelves were living; or elſe they did not Inſtitute and Induct them while themſelves 
were living.: but oni otdained. That aſter their Deceaſe there ſhould be fuch 
Prelates in the Church, as their Sycceſſors, but not before. If you fay the 
ans nel anna lates 88 their Succeſſors while themſelves were 
living, I demand how, that could be? Can any come into the places of others, 


even while theſe others poſſeſs them 7 And again 1 dem 
could be any Officers inſtituted by the e phabln over who | 
not Juri ſdiction? ſor if the A ained their Juriſc 
you will- not deny) ever the Prelates they inftitared Tifebey in | 
1 Then they trans ſerted not their Juriſdiction to theſe Prelares, that is, the Pre- 
44 Y lates were not ſuch Succeſſors of the Apoſtles as you conceir/them ; ſor none does 
. give that which he keeps. I believe therefore you will ſay, the Apoſtles did not 
Inſtitute and Indu the prelates while themiſelves were living, but ordained, 
that after theit Deceaſe as ſhould be ſuch in the Churches, as their Succeffors. 
But where I pray you is the erdinance recorded? + In what Scripture, In what 
| Fathers of the Firſt Age? or how came you to know of ſuch an Order? if no 
be. Tradition either of the Holy Scripture, or of the moſt Ancient and Primitive Fa · 
3 therstranſinits ic? 
All of any 1 this way, in any Father of the bun 8 in Clemens — 
iat. and he is againſt you; for having premiſed what is kable, and much to 
| out purpoſe, That the Apoſtles knowing through our — Jeſus Si the rite 
on would one © yay be abour the buſineſs or name of Epiſcopacy, u tors; Wo Ut 
2 1 lde Big he ont; He for that Cauſe (to in to end ſuch 
1 or an ons, 1g:Tig:ouy g Feoagy „ — 
inted the ee 0 fficers, and the Officers fotementioned were 
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=" 1a they, (namely the * qv) Þ- eſb fryirs. (of 
1 and Countries where they had preac 72 Med of: them by the Spirit fot 
the Biſhops and Degcons of ba Ape + * 

This is 2 2. lber der ah be uses r 
che Holy | vor Bee infticin Two > Orders of Officers —_ > 
which. one i Heed was that of the Eiſnops: But this Order ps bel g the 

2, Orderthar is Con:radiſtinguithe unto that of the Deacons 23 well in this Father | 

9. and in others, as in the ſacred Scr 8 ures, it muſt. be underfiopd of” the Pregbyte- 
ing, 3 and not of the Pr 

| Any Whew Intimated'tha! che 9 of Biſhops and Deacons were the fine 
ſtanding Orders, which the Apoſtles had inſtituted, to continye in the Th 
from lithe ro time, 1 did it bil g good Authority; 185 Ehn havin te 

the Apoſtles ioſtituted Biſhops and Deacons, to put an end to all 7 — 

N Office of Epiſcopacy (which would have been endleſs had not the 

"04 thus provided againſt E He adds, And more 1 * it in * 

an, That as often as ic fe ſhould h that thoſe Ferdl ede had Ae 

point | ſhonld deceaſe, others that were apptoved and worthy ſhould 

* this time you may ſee how little that tranſaction about the inoaſtabiy Co- 

| on which you inſiſt ſo much, does e repoſe; For S. Psd his 

Incorpoiin in thr bſieſs was purely Apoſto ani | 

beginning to end, the Cogniſance he t 
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Satan, 8s to a Tormentor : So Frame currite this alſo; and the manner of the 
Exekution extraordinary too, to wit, by delegation ft | 

the Church of Corimb, ( when N together and my _y} So that the 
whole Proceeding was extraordinary; and though you are pleaſed to call it an 
Act of Epiſcopal or Pcelatical Authority, and to make an Argument of it for 
Dioceſan Juriſdiction; yet, unleſs you can find Dioceſans now that have the 
Spirit, that can have a of things at Diſtance by Revelation, that can 
give up Perſons to Satan as do a Tormentor, and that can delegate their Spirit to 
a — the Exception lying againſt it will ſtil. continue in Force. 

Wh as yet I ſee no other Prelacy inſtituted by the Apoſtles, but that of 
the Presbyters over the People; nor are there any $ now of any Denomina- 
tion, hich ought to have (though you ſeem to intimate that ſome ought) a Miſſion 
like to that of the z for as were Ambaſſadours, that were ſent 
immediately by Chriſt, as he was by and brought their Credentials with 
them, ſcaled by the Holy Ghoſt ; fo I wilt not to call them Extraordi- 
upon this Accounttoo,' any more than to call Presbyters and Deacons 
0 » even though the Papiſts and the Socinians do fo : The firſt Miſſions 


[ 


were , whiles the Church was to be conſtituted ,, but in a confti- 
tuted — 8 Church, in which the Officers are ordinary, their Calling is fo 


But to let you know what Standard there is of Extraordinar ies, ( for this you 
demand) I believe | have no more to do but to remind you of what you already 
know, that the uſe of ſpeaking or common Language is that Standard; for cer- 
tain, you that have ſo often in Cicero ( not to mention Livy, Suetenins and 
others) of Heneres Extraordinarii, Praſidiam Extraerdinerium, Puteſtas Extraor- 
dinaria, cannot be ignorant that that is Extraordinary, which being not the ſet- 
led ſtandin _— order and uſe, is only for ſome certain time, and on ſome 
particular ipecial Occaſion or Accident. And it is in this ſenſe of the word that 
the Roman Magiſtrates, in reſpect of time, are diſtributed by Lips into Extra- 


Cenſure Extracedinaty, n the Inceſtuous up unto 7 


of his Apoſtolical Spirit, to 


ordinary and Ordinary, when he ſays, Aut enim ( Magiftratus ) 4 temporibus di. Lipſ.t1 
vialuntar, ut Ordina : i Extraordinarii, Illi difti qui ftatis Temporibus, & ſemper f. N 
in Republics eſſent, nt Conſules, Pretores, Ediles, Tribuni, Quaſtores; iſti qui nec eo- port 4 


dun tempore ,, nec ſemper, at Diftatores, Cenſeres, Inter · Reges, &. 

it is true you tell me, that the Commiſſion, March. 28. is not peculiar to the 
Apoſtles, and that therefore it does not Evidence, they were Extraordinary Offi- 
cers z for (ſay you) There is indeed a Charge given them to Baptize and Teach, 
hut it ſeems a wonderful way of proving them to be Extraordinary Officers, from 
© the Authority they had to do that which any Ordinary Miaiſter may do: and 
chat by vertue of this Commiſſion. 
a * vertue of this Commiſſion / Excuſe me as to that cher Body will not 

yield it 3 ſome think, that this Commiſſion was p:rional, given only unto the 
Apoſtles. Go ye ;, and inforced with _— that related only to them direct- 
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The Nature ef Church-Governwtnt, 
you to the end ef the world; That is, to the Conſummation of 
the Moſaical Seculam; for ſo they underſtand that Phraſe, and apprehend, they 
have ſufficient Reaſon to do ſo, upon comparing it with Marth. 24. 3, 14 

But let that be as it will. indeed / Is the Commiſſion given to the Apoſtles, 
Matth. 28. not peculiar to them? Are they Empowered by it to do no more than 
every ordinary Miniſter may? I had thought that ordinary Miniſters had been 
limited and local, not unlimited and œcumenical Officers; and that, by their In- 
ſtirution, they were confin*d to Teach and Rule the particular Churches over 
which they were appointed, and not to Teach and Rule the whole World, or (as 
the Apoſtles had) to have care of all the Churches. I pray tell me, is a Pariſh- 
Prieſt of as great Authority, as a Diaceſan ? and, yet a Dioceſan compared with 
an Apoſtle, is leſs than a Pariſh. Prieſt : The whole World was the Dioteſs of the 
Apoſtles. Go ye, teach all Nations. | | 

I profeſs I am much ſurprized to find you deny, without Diſtinction, that the 


| Apoſtles were Extraordinary Officers; eſpecially after Dr. Cave in his Hiſtory of 


the Lives of the Apoſtles ( which I believe you have read) diſtinguiſhes their 
work, and ſhews what was Extracrdinary in it, and what was Ordinary. But 
poſſibly you-foreſaw, that ſhould you have ſpoken plainly, and have ſaid as he 
does, that their ordinary work [| the ſtanding and perpetual part of it, was to 
Teach and Int rut the People in the Duties and Principles of Religion; to Ad- 
miniſter the Sacraments ; to Inſtitute Guides and Officers, and to Exerciſe the 
Diſcipline and Government of the Church. J | would eaſily reply, That the 
Apoſtles had provided themſelves of Succeſſbrs, as to all this work, hut that theſe 
Sueceſſors were the Presbyters which they Inſtituted in every Church, to feed and 
govern it; and that having ordained no others, it looks as if they ſaw: no need of 
others. | | 

But having this Occaſion, I beg your pardon if I uſe it, to ſet out more fully the 
Inſtitution which the Apoſtles made, for the Government and Edification of the 
Churches, and how that Inſtitution came to be altered, and by what ſteps, 

Firſt then the Apoſtles inſtituted a Senate, Tpeopvrtgiov, a-College of Presbyters 
in every Church, to Feed and Govern it; - and this is evident from Acts 14. 23, 25. 
where Paul and Barnabas are ſaid not x r tuuAvacs, in the Churches but -r 
aun oixy,—— in every Church to have ordained Elders ; a College of Elders, 


not a ſingle Elder or Biſhop- And as they are not ſaid to have ordained a 


ſingle Biſhop or Elder In any Church, ſo much leſs are they ( faid ) to have 
ordained any Prelate or Intendant over many Churches; every Church, as a Body 


Folitick Compleat, had ſufficient power within it ſelt, for all its Ends : They or- 


dained Elders in every Church. n a 
And to me it is plain that Clement had regard to this practice of the Apoſtles, 


when, in the place I cited before, upon another occaſion, he ſays of them, That go- 
ing through Countries and Cities preaching the Goſpel, they appointed the firſt 
Fruits of them to be Biſhops and Deacons, having approved or Confirmed them by 
the Spirit. k | | 


e 
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Th hat the Apoſtles inſtituted many Presbyters, and not a ſingle. Freibyter, in 
every —— conſirmed, not only ſrom the frequent mention of a 
bytery found in Ignis, which ( as I ſhall ſhew hereafter ) was Congregational, 


but by the Expreſs Teſtimony of Clement, who blames the Church of Coin b for c. of 
raiſing a Sedition and Stir againſt their Presbyters, (and therefore there were «dC 


many ia that Church) only upon the Account of one or two Perſons; ſo that it 
is plain, there was a College of Presbyters in the Ancient Apoſtolical Church of 
Corinth. X „ ; | 253 
Again, in the Presbytery or College, which was ordained in every Church, 
though all the Presbyters were equal, the Inſtitution making no Difference; for 
Paul and Barnabas are ſaid to Conſtitute Elders, but no: to Conſtitute Elders and 


a Biſhop, as a Superiour over them; yet it being requiſite tor Order-ſake, that 


ſome one in every Aſſembly ſhould have the Direction, and that Honour naturally 


 falling-on the Eldeſt Presbyter unleſs ſome othec Courſe be reſolved; it is 
probable, that at firſt, the Eldeſt Presbyter as he had the firſt Place, ſo he had 
the firſt Direction of Matters: But afterwards, it being found by Experience, 
that the Eldeſt was nor always the Wortaieſt and Fitteſt tor that purpoſe, it came 
to paſs, that the place devolved not any longer by Seniority, but was conferred 
by Election: And in this S. Ambroſe ( if it be he, and not rather Hilary.) in his 
Comment on the fourth to the Epheſians is plain. Vid. Sixt. Senenſ. Bibl. Santt. 
J. 6. arnot. 324. : 8 | : 
And admitting that all the Presbyters were called Biſhops, as. undoubtedly at 
firſt they were, it is eaſie to conceive how the firſt Presbyter came to he called the 
Biſhop, and at Jaſt, for Diſt inction- ſake, to have the Name of Biſhop ſo appro- 
priated to him, that the reſt retained only the Denomination of Presbyters. But 
all this while the Biſnop was but the firſt Presbyter, and had no more Authority 


in the College of Presbyters, than is allowed to S. Peter in the College of the 


Apoftles, by all Proteſtants. Even Epiphanius himſelf (if we may believe Dana) 
was at laſt compelled to confeſs, That in the Time and Age of the Apoſtles, no 
ſuch Diſtinction [ as that is which you contend for, ] was to be found between tho 
Biſhops aud Presbyters. 6 | PITS Fo | 
Again, though all the Presbyters in every Church had like Authority to Preach 
and Rule, (both Functions being comprehended in the Epiſcopacy aſſigned to 
them, Pet. 5. 2, 3. ) yet ſome of them being better valifycd — the one, and 
ſome for the other, it is probable, that they exerciſed their different Talents 
accordingly ; ſome of them more in the one, and tome more in the other. This 
(as itrange as you may make it) ſeems plainly iutimated in that In junction oſ the 
Apoltles, 1 Tm. 5. 17. Let the Elders that rule well be accouned worth ef double 
honour, eſpecially they who lcbour in the word and dectrin: For here is a plain 
Diſtinction of Elders, of which ſome being better at Ruling, and ſome at 
preaching, they exerciſed themſelves according to the Talent they had; thoſe 
that were better at Ruling, in Ruling, and thoſe that were better at Preaching, 
in laboùring in the Word and Doctrin. 4 1 
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i. Neture of Church-Gover ment. 
And ſince Labeuring in the Word and Doria had the ſpecial Honour, no 
Queſtion but the ficſt Presbyrer, as moſt honourable, was always of the number of 
thoſe that laboured that way; ſo that the Biſhop was the Paſtour alſo, or 
— 1 wor, chat is, the Preaching Spiritual Work became appropriated to 
him, at firſt Eminencly, but afterwards eatirely ; and then nothing lay in Com- 
mon between him and the Presbyters but only Rule. And this is what I can ga- 
ther- from Scripture of the Apoſtolical Settlement. 
Upon the whole it is evident, That a Dioceſan Biſhop was unknown in the firſt 
Age of the Church, and the only Biſhop to be found then, was the Presbyter ; 
which is further confirmed, in that the Scots, who received the Knowledg of 
„ . Chriſtianity very early, even in that Age, had not any Knowledge for many Ages 
33 * after, that appears, of any but Presbyterian juriidiction. Even Biſhop Spoti ſ wood, 
. in his Hiſtory of the Church of S cor land, tells us out of Boetbiu, and Boetbius from 
14 Ancient Annals, of the Culdees, or Ancient Scottiſh Prieſts and Monks (who, 
he believes, were called Culdees, not becaule Cultores Dei, as moſt think, but be- 
cauſe they lived in Cells, their Names, as he ſays, being Kele- Dei and not Culaei, 
in old Bulls ard Reſcripts.) He ſays of theſe Culdees, That they were wont for. 
their better Government to elect one of their Number by common Suffrage to be 
the Chief and Principal among them, without whoſe Knowledge and Conſent no- 
_ thing was done in any Matter of Importance, and the Perſon ſo Elefted was called 
Scotorum Epiſcepus, a Scots Biſhop ; and this was all the _ that he could find 
in the firſt Times: But Buchanan is plainer, who tells us, That no Biſhop (to 
wit an Order ſaperiour to that of the Presbyters) ever preſided in the Church of 
Scotland before Palladixs his Time, the Church ( fayshe) unto that Time was 
Governed by Monks, without Biſhops, with leſs Pride, and outward Pomp, but 
greater Simplicity and. Holineſs. | 
Thus | have Evidenced what the State of Things was in the firſt Times of the 
Chriſtian Churches, to wit, that thoſe were governed by Presbyteries, in which 
all the Presbycers were equal, and all Biſhops, only, for Order-ſake, there was 
a firſt preabyter, who having more Care and more Work, had yet no more 
Authority and Power than any other; but as the beſt Men are but Fleſh and Blood, 
and the beſt luſtitutions lyable to Ruſt and Canker, ſo theſe were not — 
there was a Diotrephes in the Apoſtles own Times, and thoſe that followed him 
improved upon the Example: The firſt Presbyter ſoon became advanced into ano- 
ther Order, and from being Firſt, commenced Prince of the Presbyters. - 

. con. We are told by D. nau, who citeth —_— (and he might have cited others) 
that this Departure from the Primitive laſtitution began in Alerandria; and it is 
ral de ery idle, That the Appointment of twelve Presbyters, beſides a Preſident 
4 (. er fo Euicbius aſſures us it was there) did give occaſion to the Preſident, who 


eaſily took the Hint, to challenge to himſelf the Place and Authority of Chriſt, | 
when the very Number of presbyters, over whom he preſided, made it manifeſt 
that they were an Imitation of the Apoſtles, But whether other Churches took 
their Pattern from that of Alræandria or no, dis evſic to conceive in what manner, 
and by what mus the Miſtake might gain upon them: For after the firſt Presbyter 
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— Me for then in jam Cities, and their Appendages, the number of Profeſſors 
= B that all could no longer meet together in one place, wo —— 
4 fſices, ſo that neceſſity compelled them to divide inte ſeveral Gongr 
tions; It ſettled, muſt haue ſeveral Officers, as Biſhopy;! Presbyters Td 
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. The Nature of Charch-Govermmant. 


8. ſaith, 4 uideft Epiſcopus niſ primus-Prophyrer, los off, ſummai Sheevs - | 
4 f War abe a ft Frick Prieſt : 


| is a Biſhop but 
ſnith S. Ambroſe, 2 | | we enim d erde 
6 oft, ſtd Epiſcopus 1 There is but one Con ſecration of Fried, aud Hi. 
© ſhop, for beth of themare Prieſts, hut the Biſhop is the ſirſt. 
And to what theſe Fatners ſay, we may add the Teſtimony of Learned\Groti##, 
who, ſor the Repntation he bath juſtly gained in the World, of vent Know- 
ledge, and exact Criticiſm; may poſſibly gute ſome what with you.” Hein. his 


Epiſtle to Bignonius commending that of Cent, which I have often cited; *a« f 


mong other Conſiderations that induced him to approve. thereoffias Genoine, 
notes this as a main one, Qard uſqum meminit - exo: tis illius Epiſcoperum auttori- 
t tis que Eccleſie Conſuetudine poſt Marci mortem Alex ndria, atque to Exemplo ali- 
bi intreduci copit, fed plai d ut Paulus Apoſtolns, oftenit Eccleſias Communi Privbyre« 
rum, qnj vide ones & Epiſcopi iyſi Panloque dicuntur Conſtiio ſubſe Gulſenatas. 
"That rt no where makes any mention in his Epiſtle of that Eminent Au- 
%. thotity- of Biſhops, that by the Cuſtom of the Church, began whew t was 
dead, to be introduced at Alexardrie, and after that Example in other places; 


+ but he plainly ſhews, as the Apoſtle Paai alſo dees, that the Churches were 


then] governed by the Common Council of the Elders, al of which uro Ixiled 
F Biſno him, as well as by $ Paul. a | . 1 *s N | MY | 8 b $3 &' 
-' Bywkit Thavefaid you may ſee how little Satisfaction I received im the Proofs 


you gave me of the early diſtinction between Biſhops and Presbytera, for none of 
them do reach home unto the Firſt - Age, and to the Dioreſan Prelatical Biſhop'z 
aud if they did, would move me but little. For as for Tertullian, he more than 


foes to be oH my ſide, when ſpeaking of the Chriſtian Cen gregaront both us to 


their Diſciptine and Government, and to their Worſhip, he ſays, Preſident probats 
uique ſenjores, Hon rem iſtum non pretio, ſed Teſtimonio adepti; That the Presbyters 
ave the Rule and Government in them. 
As for Clemens Alexandrinus his Imitations of the Angelical Glory [ wpwuare 
8 28 ao ns J], in which you do imagine you have ſound the orders of the 
Celeſtial Hierarchy, imitated in the Biſhop, Presbyter and Deacon; this is but 
a Flouriſh of Rhetorick in that F who thongh in his Pedagogue he ſpeaks of 
e bons, v iſo ol Widows ; yet in his S:romare ( Lib. 
6. & 4. ) where he treats of the Ecclefiaſtical Orders more at large, he mentions 
but T wo, the Presbyters, and Deacons, and plainly intimates, that the Biſhop 
was only a Presbyter honoured with the firſt Seat. 

But l am much ſurpcized at your Citation of the Emperor Adrian his Epiſtle to 
Ser vianus recorded by Phiegen, and related by Vopiſcus; for certainly it appears 
by that Epiſtle that Arias had but little Acquaintance with the Egyptian Chri- 
ſtians, and then, his Authority is of as little moment; or elſe, theſe Chriſtians 
were of the worſt of Men ; for he repreſents them, as well as the other Inhabi- 


tants of Egype, to be a moſt ſeditious, vain, and moſt Injurious ſort of Men, and 
particulacly fays, That thoſe which Worſhip Sera pi: were Chriſtians, and that 


the Biſhops of Chriſt were devoted unto-Serapis : He adds, That the ye 
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| The Nature of Churab. Government. ; 
arch '( Ipſe ile Patriarche ) coming into Egypt, was conſtrained of ſome to Wor- 
ſhip Sorepss, and others (to Worſhip) Chek Was ever any t hing more vitu- 
lent iy ſaid. of Chriſtians? and indeed more miſtakingly ? for as for the Devot ion 
of their Biſhops to Strapis, I cannot imagine any occaſion that theſe Chriſtians 
ſhould give, which, wich any Colour, ſhould render them ſuſpected of that Ido- 
latry, but cheir Signing with the Sign of the Croſs; and this might, it being a 
way of prefeſſing Chriſtianity, that at that Time was newly. become the Mode, 
and probably it had the Fate of New Modes, which is, to he approved of by ſome, 
and be reje and nick- named of others. | 
I am the more inclined to think that this Story of Serapis had ſome relation to 
the Chriſtian. Biſhops, who ſigned with the Sign of the Croſs, becauſe | find in - 
. Pagnori, in his Expoſition of the Menſa Iſaica, that Serapis was uſed to be de- 
noted by a Croſs, Urceo ( ſays he) ſuperne infixa Crux Serapidem no: at. And 
ſays Rbodig im Lett. ant. l. 10. c. 8, 9. figuram ejuſmodi; (peaking of the Crofs) 
22 pectori inſculpebant Fgypiii- Adding, out of Suidas, That in the time of 
the Emperour I heodoſius, when the Lemples of the Greeks were deſtroyed, there 
were found in the Sacrary of Serapis certain Hie roglyphic Letters which reſembled 
a Croſs, But to let this paſs, | ſee no cogenc in the Citation you make from 
the Emperdur Adrien to evidence any ſuch Diſtinction ap Biſnop and a 
Presbyter to have been in that time as is in ours, and as youg plead tor >: for in 
that Epiſtle there is only the- Name of Biſhop and Presbyter, without meet. 
cation of Office ſignified by it, either as to its Nature or Limits; ard poſlibly 
ſome will tell you, That by the Coherence of tHe Epiſtle, it is not ſo clear, bhuſt 
that Adrian might intend the ſame Officers by Biſhop and Presbyter.But I have no 
liſt to engage in ſuch a Diſpute ; and therctore haften to teil ypuwhart is above 
any, that I am, Ty e e ee wad 
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SIR, 


E that as I had eſſayed to ſet out a Scheme of Church-Governmen t, 
and ſuch a one as I believed, and do ſtill believe, to have been the Primitive 
and Original, and of Apoſtalical Inſtitut ion; ſo yon likewiſe, would, have 
given a Scheme according to your Sentiments; and then, by Cemparing 
Scheme with Scheme, and each with the Account of the Scriptures, and other un- 
doubted Accouats of the firſt Century, we might at laſt come to have made a ſurer 
Judgment, which was the Right and which the Wrong, than now, in the parcelling 
and retailing way you take, it is poſſible to do. TION 
Indeed, to gain a true Light into the Nature and Frame of Church-Government, 
in the Hole extent of it, one ought to diſtinguiſh the-ſeveral States and Circum- 
ſtances in which the Church hath been, and accordingly conſider the ſeveral Or- 
ders, which were in it, in thoſe ſeveral States, andthe Grounds and Reaſons of 
choſe ſeveral Orders. Now the Church (1 ſpeak of the Catholick or Evange- 
lical Church) may be conſidered, either as it was 2 Conſtituting, . before it had 
received External Form and Shape, as to Orders: Or after it was Conſtituted : 
and that the Apoſtles, ho had not only received Inſtructions from their Maſter 
what to do in things pertaining to the K ingdom of God, but were likewiſe invited 
by the concidence of Events, had put their laſt Hand unto it. ; 
Again, the Church, after its being Conſtituted and Clothed with 2 
yum Double Conſideration, for it may be conſidered, either as it ſubſiſted and 
ood alone, ingly, in a State of Separation from: Secular Governments ofthe World, 
or as it is united to them by the Laws and Ordinances ( that in ſeveral Countries 
are ſeveral ) which they have enacted and eſtabliſhed about it. £ 
Whoſoever conſiders the Church whilſt conſtituting, before it had received its 
external Form and Orders, ought at the ſame time to acknowledg, That of neceſ- 
ſity there muſt be perſons to conſtitute it, ON In with theſe Orders; which 
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— 


perſons, it veſted with Authority ſo to do, are properly Officers; but yet, in that 


performance, cannot he conceived to be or act as ordinary Officers, theſe being 


permanent and ſtanding, and belonging to the Church as conſtituted; whereas that 
Office had its place before the Conſtitutiun of the Church, as being-ordaitied to 
conſticute it. | 25 
This Office (as I evinced in my former Paper) appertained to the Apoſtles, 
it being their Work to lay the Foundation of the Chriftian Church, by preaching 
the Doctrin of Chriſt, as true upon their own Knowledg, and conſequently 
making Believers or Dilogyley,j v ich; was to gather t hę Church; as alſo by inſti- 
tuting of Officers, and giving Rules about them; whieh was to put the Church un- 
der Orders, and to ſettle its Government, . | 
On this Account the Church is faid to be builtupon the Foundation of the Apo- 
ſtles and the New Jeruſalem, the gity of God, { or the Evangelical Church in its 
moſt reformed State) is deſcribed in the Revel4Fins to have twelve Foundations, 
anſwering to the twelve Apoſtles ; who by the Doctrin which they preached and 
witneſſed, and the Order which they ſetled, did indeed lay the Foundation of the 
Chriſtian Church, and ſet it on foot. A 
It is true, the Evangeliſts as well as the Apoſtles were (in part at leaſt) the 
Founders of particular Churches; But the Apoſtles only ( with the. Prophets) 
have the Honour of being ſtiled Founders of the Church; theſo be in g the only 4 
ſons that were commiſſioſed by our Lord Chriſt fur chat end: Hs immediately ſenl- 
ing and directing his Apoſtles, but theſe ſendinꝑ and direxting the Evangeliſts, who 
axe therefore c by ſome ( and not unfitly ) Apoſtoli Seconds ii, Apoſtles of 
the Second Order: So that I do diſtinguiſh between the Founding of the Church 
which was done by the Apoſtles only; and that of particular Churches, which was 
performed by the Evangeliſts as well as by the pte. 
By the Church, whielf for diſtinction ſake 1 call. Eſſentiab, to diſcriminate it 
from particular Conſtituted Churches, I mean nothing but the whole Multitnde 
or Company of the Faithful, as they are united to Chi iſt, and hold Communion 
with him, as well as one with another, by one Common Faith, and by the parti- 
cipation of the Holy Spirit. And of this Church all that do believe in, and make 
4 true Profeſſion of Chriſt (though as yet they ate not ranked in any part iculat 
one) are Members, and have their ſeveral Uſes, according to the Meaſure: oÞthe 
Ks Princip given them; from which Meaſure ſome are Principal and ſome lare 
I 


ſs Principal Members; He gave ſome Apoff les, and ſome Prophets, &c. > 0 28120 
This Eſſential Church, though it is a kind of a Body, Society and City, yet it 
is not a Secular Politick Body; I mean not a Body, united in it ſelf; under one 
External Viſible Head; by any Univer fal Potitick Orders and Dependencies thay 
tun throughout ir, ſuch ss are in Secular Governments, wwherher Nunarchiral, 
Ariſtoctatical or Democratical, to make them one. But it:ĩs a Spiritual: My ſtical 
Body, a Body united unto Chriſt the Head by the Spirit of Faith and Love, under 
the Laws and Rules of Chriſtianity ; a Religion which obliges all its Members to 
Communion oue with another (as much as is poſſible) for mutual Ediheation and 
——-- . % Fus 2 % 0 423 00! 194 c 511 for 
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The Nature of Churth-Governwent. | 5 
Couſd all the Members of the Chriſtian Church have heid Communion one with | 
- anothet; and ordinerily have met together for the Diſcharge of Common Duties 

and Offices; and all have been ſubject unto one External Government, common 
to them, there would ſtill have been but one Congregation of them, as there was at 
firſt, and'conſequently but one Church, as to External Ocders. e kult 
But the Chriſtian Church, in the nature of it, being Catholick and Univerſal, 
that is, rot walled in and confined by diſtinguiſhing Rites and Cuſtom, as the 
Jewifh-was, unto a particular People, but lying in common to all. Nations, 
much as unto any; ſo that ſuch External Communion and Government was abſo- 
Jucely impracticable in the whole, as taken together; therefore it was neceſſary 
that it ſnould be practiſed ( as indeed it was) only by Parts, each of which Parts 
was to bear the Denomination of the Whole, as being the whole in Little. This 
is the Original of particular Churches; in reference to which Churches it may be 
obſer red! That as the Jewiſh Church (which ſome call the Synagogue) Was 
founded in a Nation, ſo the Chriſtian Church, eminently ſtiled the Church. Was 
founded in a particular Aſſembly ; the Mother: Church at Feruſalem was only a 
ſingle Congregation. It was for the former Reaſon, as well as for others, that 
the Apoſtles, - when they inſtituted Church- Government, did not give any General 
Scheme that ſhonld relate to the Catiiolick Church, as to an External Body, or to 
Provincial, or to National Churches; but they only ſetled particular Churches, 
as Homogenetal Parts of the Whole: And theſe in this Order; That as the/whole 
Church War a free Pebple that bad not one only, but many Apoſties, whoy bythe 
Ori fal tu don, were to take the Care of it; ſo in every particular Church 
which was to be a Vicinage under Orders, or a Company of Prefeſling 8 


that could? conveniently meet together for the Diſcharge of Chriſtian 
there ſhbuld/be' not one only, but many presbyters ('a College of Presbyters un- 
wer ing tothe College bf the Apoſtles;) who ſhould Rule and Governz but as 
over a Free People, and therefore, in all material Buſineſſes, with their Approba- 
tion and'Suffrage.* '' e | 5 
Thus im the Mother. Church at Jer»/alem, beſides the Apoſtles, which were Ex- 
traordinary, there was a Senate or College of Elders, as the ordinary ſtanding Offi- 
cers; and theſe, with the whole Church, or Body of the people and Brethren, 
are convented upon the Buſineſs of Antioch, | Fer Tier TT WA, 
And thus'the A poſtles Pau and Barnabas, every where, in every Church or 
Congregation, are ſaid to have eſtabliſhed a Senate or Presbyters, and that too by. 
the Saffrage or x+/co70!7x of the People. | fe 0 OPT MR RE IPIf 
So that the Original Government of the Church, of Apoſtolical laſtitutian, was 
only Congregational ;; which Congregational Governchent conſiſted of the Peo 
or Brethren, and of the Presbyters or Senate; in which Senate he that preſided, tho? 
in proceſs of Time he was called Biſhop, by appropriation of the Name which all 
the Presbyters enjoyed at firſt in Common, yer, inthe Original Inſtitution ( he ) 
vas no more than the firſt-named Presbyter, and ſo no otherwiſe diſtinguiſhed in 
:*, than as Peter (was) in the Inſtitution of the College of the Apoſtles, who is 
till firſt named in it. And ſuch a Biſhop I do 'acknowledg to have been from 


great 


great Antiquity, namely, a Congregational Biſhop, that had the firſt, Direction 
of Matters, a Perſon that was Primus Precbyter, a Presbytet only in Order, had 
the firſt of that Order in the College of Presbyters : But a Dioceſan Biſhop igyeſte 
with the Power of ſole Ordination and Juriſdiction, and be. a Suſſagan tog. ( fox 
this is the Biſhop that is in Controvetſie between us,) this Biſhop you mult prove, 
if you can, and nothing is done if you do not prove him to be Apoſtolical. 
Sure I am that S. Cyprian conſidered himſelf but as a firſt Presbyter ; and there- 
fore as his Name for the Biſhop'is always prepoſitms., in reſpect of the People: So 
he calls the Presbyters his Compresbyters, Ep. l. 4. ep. 8. L Quas ad primiti uum 
Compreshyterum noſtrum : Et l. 4. ep. 6. . Litere i ua per 7 Compreobyterum miſſa. 
Ay ! the 25th Epiſtle of the 3d Book is directed ro (his) Compresby ters. And 
in the 24th Epiſtle of the ſame Book he calleth Rogatianus his Compresbyter; but 
he no where calls the Deacons his Condeacons; clearly implying by that Deno- 
mination, that when he was made Biſhop he ceaſed not to be a Presbyter, as not 
become of another Order, only he was now a Preſident in it, and poſſeſſed of the 
firſt Chair. I do not find you deny the Inſtitution of the Presbytery (the which 
I have abundantly evinced, ) or ſo much, that in the firſt Times, the Biſhop was 
only the Preſident of it, or the firſt Presbyter, which yet is the main of the Cauſe : 
And you gan as little deny, if you will be juſt, the Power and Intereſt of the Peo- 
ple, who are called in Scripture ſometimes the Church and ſometimegthe Brethren, 
and in Tertulliam and Cyprian the Plebs, Thus you find in the Act, ef the Apoſtles 
the People concerned in che Hection of Matthias O Peter ſpake to the, whole WY 
ſembly, Men «nd Brethren, &c. J So in that of the Deacons L Wherefore: Brethren 
look, you out among you ſeven men of honeſt 1eport, &c. J And in the.Ocdination, of 
the Presbyters, for Paul and Barnabas, ordained with the xagoTovic of the People, 
Alts 14. 23. Again, they are concerned in the Cenſure of the Inceſtuous Corin- 
thian, not only by way of Approbation, as where. it is ſaid, Men qou are gathergd 
together, &c. 1 Cor. 5. 4. but by way of Judgment and Execution, ver ſe 12, 13. 
lg fine, even in the Debate and Deciſion of Controverſies ; for the brethren were 
2 with the apoſtles and elders, aud there was much di ſputing, (Which, I ſhould 
ink, was rather among the People than among the Apoltles and Elders : ) Ard 
the Decretal Epiſtle goes «s well in the name of the brethren 8s in that of the apoſtles 
and elders,, Acts 15. 1, 7, 22, 23. | r | 
Nor were the people entirely deprived and ou ted of their Original Power or In- 


4 


- 


1 0 { 
3 ey. Epel.1, tereſt in Elections and Cenſures, even in the Time of S. Cyprian; tor he plainly 
X oe we aſſerts to them the chief Share, both in the Election of the Prepoſi i, or Biſhops 
a 2 3, 9. that are worthy, and in the rejection of the unworthy 3 and this he doth both by 
- # 4%. 2. the Congrujty of the Ola Teſtament, and the Practice recorded in the New; not 
i only allowing to them (as ſome would have it). a preſence in all Tranſactions, but 
1 affirming their Power ( Cyp:4 's Word is poteſtus) and their Suffrage. Propter 
quod, .plebs0b/equens præcepris dominicis & Deum me! neus, à pebtore prepofio S E P A- 
RARE ſe debet, cum ipſa maxime habtat pol eſt atem vel eligendi d1gnos Sacerdotes, vel 
indignos recuſandi. For which reaſon a people that obſerves the Lord's Commands 
and fears God, ought to ſeparate themſelves from a Biſhop that is wicked, in — 
4 | = 


The Nature: of Church-Governmnent. - 


— 


The Nature of Uhurch- Government. 


rejecting the un worth. 4 


-'Thisfis furcher evident in the Reſolve, that Typrien ( at himſelf profeſſes ) cy" 


— 


much as they, principally, have the power both of electing worthy Prieſts, and of 


10. 


aſſumed at his coming firſt to the Biſoprick , which was, That he would do (. 3. 7 


nothing of buſineſs by himſelt, and ſingly without the Counſel of the Elders, 
and Deacons, nor without the Conſent of the People: Sefa reſcribere nil 


potui, cum 4 primordio Epiſcopatus mei ftatu:rim nil ſine concilio veſtro, ( Writ- 


ing unto the Elders, and Deacons ) & fine Conſenſu plebit, mea privatim ſex- 


+ 
tentia gerte. | 


In fine, in Cie mn Romanus, who preceded Cypriar, as living in the Age of 
the very Apoſtles themſelves, we have a plain Intimation of the Intereſt and 
Right of the People, in the Election. of Presbyters, and in their Rejection ; 
from which alſo we may conclude the ſhare they had in other matters; ſor in his 
Epiſtle to the Corinthians, he ſays, Thoſe who were appointed by the Apoſtles, 
or by other Excellent Men olweuSexmoniorg n EN Ich, with the Conſent 
and Approbation of the whole Church, and who lived worthily , ought 
not to be (injuriouſly) deprived of their Miniſtration. [L And, by the way, this 
Teſtimony of Clenent ſhews in what ſenſe it is ſaid, that Paul and Barnabas did 
Chirotonize Elders, it being evident that it relates to that which ſtands upon 
Record in the Ads of the Apoſtles, of what was done by thoſe Two'in that kind 
of buſineſs. ] After the former evidences, I do not ſee how it can be queſti- 
oned, that the Government of particular Churches was at firſt C what I have 


affirmed it ) Popular and Democratical, as conſiſting of the Authority of a Se- 


nate, and of the power of a People, or in 8 Cypriaz's Lan of the Ma- 
jeſty of the People, and the Authority of Prieſthood : Ir the 


Greek" Republicks and their Eccleſſe, or popular Aſſemblies, which, at Arbers, 


were compoſed of Proedri, who directed and ordered matters, and of the People 
who voted: And even Origen againſt Celſus, L. . as Mr. Thorniike tells me (for 
I have not Origen at preſent by me) compares the Government of the Churches 


of Chriſt, as I have, to the Republicks of the Cities of Greece. | 


But poſſibly you will grant me, that Gongregational Government was of Apo- 


ſtolical Inſtitution ; but it will be a matter of too hard a 194 to yield, there 


was no other Government that was likewiſe ſo: And yet, if you cannot give me 
an Apoſtolical Draught of any other Church. Government, nor one Inſtance ( as 
I believe you cannot) of any Church in the Firſt Century, or till toward the end 
of the Second, (if then) but what was Congregational, nor of any Officers (be- 
ſides the Apoſtles, Evangeliſis, and Praphets,) which were not local, and li- 
mited to particular Con tions: It muſt then be acknowledged, that no o- 
ther Government ( int for aſter- times) but the Congregational was abſo- 
lutely primitive, and of Apoſtolical Original; ſay not, it might be, though not 
recorded; for Badem eft ratio non apparentium & non exiſtentinm ;, to us it was not, 


A 


if it appears not; perhaps but one Church in one City or Town at firſt ; but no 
:laſtance can be given of one Paſtor over divers Cities — Towns. ; 
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E Jay 
pre / Tp, By e, — — eral ſaich 8. Cyprian,. was, 2s ng. py ng 
s very remarkable, and ſince it not only evidenees the point T have aſſorted, bet 
does alſo. xindlcace the Fresbyterian way of Ordination uſed now, '2313 way that 
at that time, to wit, by the Concurrenee of preaching Miniſters, pra- 
2 l ſeveral Co ongregations, and the laying on ofrheir, or one of 
this reaſon I will cite it at large. 

Propter gud (faith he) diligenter de Traditione divind: & Apoſtolic * . 
& tenendum, quod apud nos quoque, & fere per proninci as um ver ſas renetur, ur 
— Hive celel andas, ad cam plebem cui Præpoſius ordinatur, Epiſcaps: 22. 

rovinciz proximi quique pune & Epifcopus delegatur plebe ptæſente 

0 49th mam, pleniſſimd novit G. uniuſes ujuſque um de -ejus — 
one per/pexit 4 6— — —— -orfine.” 
tione, wut de. univerſe, abe Suffragio, & do Epiſcopernm.- qui i  prefentia 
 Convenerant, quique de. co ad, ut Litter as. fecerant Fudicis, Anon &:deferre- 
thr, eg. mam ei in Locum Baſilidis * Lor inponeremt un. ] 2 Wherefore: 
it ought diligently to. be obſerved, and maintained as a thing of Divine Tra. 
dition, 3 Apoſtolical practice, the which alſo is obſer ved by us, and al- 
moſt. in all the Provinces, that to the end Ordinations may: — need 
he Bi „5 aer — there 
a Miniſter- all m:et, -agd. that the op he c 5 P 
being preſent, ho haue a, perfect Knowledge of the Li ders nei 
led, and alſo, do chrougbly underſtand his ability by gy te, ati coded! 
this we ſee you: alſo, have obſerved in the Ordinacion of Sabin dur Colleague, 
* whom, as Well by the Suffrage of the Brotherhood, as the udgment of: all che 

opt, both thoſe that were then preſent, and thoſe that ſent u their. Letters. 
l the has ,  confereed , „ and bande inpaled. An; igen ” 


y al 
Tho leatred Men that 9 


etold. us that the Giriſtian.Clavech was farmed. 
after the Foſhion of the Synagogues; and not of the Temple, on rather tha Ta- 
hernacle, did certainly on a true Idea of this buſineſs. : There was hut one 
. Temple in all Fades, as. but one Church, and one High Prieſt, to: whom the 
. Rab, Other Prieſts,cs alſo. the Levites,, | in ſeverel. ord era i wete ſubordinated, as well 
bec. as one to another, in a certain line of. Depeadagce: But the Synagogues were 
Di-. many, and many in one City, even ſome Hundteds, ia Jeruſalem, and in every 
. Synagogue, ( if all had one orm there were many Rulers: Now. particular 
= Churches are unto the Catholick LOVER the. 1 in proportion, that net 
#13: gogues were to the Jewiſh, 
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ffi e in amore par 
ns they” had converted, and the-C — ey folinded, (bete 
ä CENT et dtd vn Mak foot, there was amore particular R th . 
between others and them) although in this Conſideration the ple of the 
Apoltles was no other than what was common to them, with the Evangelifts or 
ay other Perſons that planted Chriſtianity, made Converſions and ſetled Churches 

in any particular Regions or Places; yet even this is as far from being 1 


12 ordinary. - - 

Founder that infticares 2 College / ſettfes Orders agg makes ati 
he doth not conſtitute himſelf. ( as 22761 ly any does) a' Viſitor, pet, - an 

dinary Occaſions, and in Difficulties — about the Meaning of * or 
their Application, upon incident Emergencies he would think it b 8 while 
himſelf lived, and the Founded ſhould think it theirs, to have recourſe unte him 
and to take his Directions; ; but he dying, that Authority, 28 being incident only | 
ona his Perſon, dyes with him; .Foundery, at ſuch, have no * a 
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them; as he was t per ſon that had Converted chem, and was their Father and 1 4. 
Founder. The Quality be attedin. was Extraordinary, and j — ; 
the Haricehe took was Extraordinary too, he was preſent in 


re and Aﬀection only, [ «fewer fl ele, J as, by a ſuppoſed Paralie 
Arche ne P2. 9 1 @ have ine believe; for he makes his 


preſence the ground © of . his ing in the Cenſure or Judgment which he 
ounced, for 1 verily as ſent in Body, bes preſent in Spirit, ES 

, and all judgment 1 1 e Evidence, by View, or Pre 
ion, an 5 | , Which is the Ground of nis proc 
| 7 ; or general Scandal, . — * 
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"24 5 The Native of Church-Goverament, 1 
; But this latter Spirit ( you ſay ) was but a Letter, or Authority, conyeyed by 
the Apoſtles Letter; and why ( ſay I) rhe latter Spirit nat be labs ie 
former ? and where, I pray you, is (Spirit) taken for a Letter, or for Antho · 
- rity conveyed by it? Tam ſure this fame Apoſtle diſtinguiſhes Letter, Word, 
and Spirit, 2 Theſſ. 2. 2. and therefore, Land my Spirit. ], ſhould not be C and 
my Letter, ] eſpecially. when, joyned in the manner it is here with the ; 
the mighty power of out Lord jeſus Chriſt ; which, what, it is, may rnore, par- 
ticularly be underſtood by AF: 1. 8. But you ſball receive the POW EE | of tbe 
Holy Ghoſt coming upon you. : . | f 
And the Sentence paſled by S. Paul, was as Extraordinary. as the  Cogniſance 
whereon he grounded it: for L To deliver to Satan J Was not to Excommuni- 
cate, either with the leſſer Excommunication, which is Suſpenſion from the Sa- 
crament, or with the greater, which is a ſolemn Exciſion from the Church. Some 
will tell you it was a Cenſurewholly unknown umto the Jews, who. yet had all 
the Ferms of Excommunication, Nidui, Cher and Maranatha; and that in 
the whole New Teſtament, nothing in the leaft is ſaid to ſupport this thought, 
that Tradition to Satan is .Excommunication. . Tiny Satan (as ma- 
ny of the the Antient Fathers believed, ſeme of whom your {cif do cite) was 
certainly «Judiciary giving the Dilin quent to che Devil, as to a 2 , tor ſo 
the Apoſtles Phraſe doth carry it, when he faith it. It was done £5 0xedtov 75 
onerds, for the Defruttion ofthe Fleſb; and it was practiſed only by the Apoſtles, 
by their Apoſtolical Power, of which ſee Petrus Molinens in his Yaes, I. 2. 
4. EI. F ; 1 ö 11 , * & F T6 Feb. By 5 
Lon do indeed acknowledg at laſt, that Corporal Aſfliction, or Pains inflicted 
by the Devil as by a Tormentor, had Place in the ficſt Times, and by virtue too 
of Apoſtolical Cenſure; but then, by way of Qualification, you ſay alſo, That 
it was a Conſequent of Excommunication: But this is a thing that will not be 
received meei ly upon your Authority, or upon the e of any Men, that 
lived in Times remote fromthe firſt ; for it requires a Prog either from ſome 
b Text of the Holy Scriptures, or.from ſome other Reæeord of that ſame Time. It 
id, Barf. is clear to me, That the Ef, the ſeparation A away from among 
„. em, is the only Kxcommunication that is mentioned by the Apoſtles in 1 Cor. 5. 
Jer — ſince it anſwered to the Jewiſh Niaui, which excluded not from 
4 the Temple, it is not that which you intead., However, it is plain that this 
. ar. M Exereſss was not a Delivery unto Satan; for, the Apoſtle. fpzaks of the. Sepa- 
Vet. l. 4. ration or taking away of the Man from among them, as ofa thing: they qught to 
%  havedoneof themſelves, without any Interpoſition of his, Verſe 2. And you are 
paſſed. up, and have not rather mourned, that be that hath done t his deed might be talen 
away from you., to wit, according to the purport of a former. Epiſtle v. 9. 
whereas the delivery unto.Satan was the Apoſtle's own proper Act, effected by 
his Apoſtolical Spirit, and by the mighty Power of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
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It vas no alſo that the Notion of a Carbalick. Unity tee which was not 
underſtood at that timeto be Internal apd © piritual, an Unity of. Faith and Cha- 
rity only, But to conſiſt in ſpmerhing External, relating unto Order and Diſci- 
plite , as being an Unity that ws to be maintained by Commugicatory, and o- 
|  thex Letters, andbyOrders, ad- (that) Was ended to ſuppofr the Notion of 
>= but one Biſhoprick i in the Churcb, and that every Biſhop, participated of that one 
. Biſhoprick in Solidum. A Notion, that was of great uſe to make their Dicipline 
and Power the more pointed ; for if but one Church, then to be caſt out of 
any part of the Church, was indeed to be ejected out of the whole; and if but one 
#hſhoprick lo be participated by all the Biſhops, what was done by * Was es 
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Chorch in this Condition, from what it was before; for after the time that Em- 
Writs: rs me Chriſtian, and that they ſhewed Kindneſs to the Church, the Hie- 
becathe a Secular on it being, in this ne. that That and the Power of 
! | Councils CCA led to. 'Growth; but , in ſſe les, * y ſeveral 
Lax. cn. Steps and Occaſions. Lac in tis Commencan Roman U 
. Rom. lib; 1. fol. 22, tells ns, That the Epiſcopal Digc che Chiriſttas Religion, do, 
TH G, by man ny very ge reat Tokens repreſent the Ramin Anriguity ; and well he might, 
"pig — is lain t Form of Civil Adminiſtration after the Roman Em ire became 
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 Eboracenſss, &c. The ſenſe of which 1 find in Pr. —.— 


raſetti prætorio, whoſe Reſidence was in the chief City of the Dioceſs, here 
adminiſtred to all within that — — al 


+ jt ſeven of theſe Dloceſſes, as, under the PrefeBus . Pratorio Galliarum, Was 


s ſeven. Under the Frafectus Pratoris Italia, was the Dioceſs of Africa, 
C © which tad ty Þ Provinces ; the Dioceſi of Italy, ' whoſe. ſeat was Alain, = 


the 
and ſo the Dioceſs of Aa, the Oriental; ( fo, called) wherein Artis 


he one. bieten 
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Vicar, was called by. — 4 and 
mate of Primates, as the Biſhop of Views, Wh 5 — him two nk 
the Primate of Aquitain and the Primate of Narbana; Igitar (faith Scaliger) 
eudem or dine & gradi Patriarch, 3 Vicarius rec. /mperaceris, wrergue 
Diaceſias eſt Sx, hic d xuc panoisy: ut Canones laguuntur, ie iv mvey 
And ( ſays Barlaam, and indeed the whole Greek Church) the 
Reſpect that was rendred to the See of Rome, by the Fathers; was 2 
gard ( and only in this,) becauſe that City was the principal Seat the Empics.”"*'* 
Mr. Thornaick, in his Book De rat. & Jure fin. /Cantrou. S, 22. agrees in this Sen- 

timent, and is very particular. Regiminss forma ( ſaith he.) quam in Ingariue8 
Con ſtantino intredultan diximus, in prefettorum pnateris poteſt ate Juris dicandi: ſugte 

m loco à principali, ſita fuit. Nam prafetto praterio Galpariun fuberat 2 2 
carius, qui Treviris ſedebat. Vicarins Fliſpamiarum, qui ut Videtur 'Tarracone : , View 
rius Britannarum , qui Eboraci; proprerea- enim concilio Arelatenſi/ primus ſubſeribit 
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our Eye a little u Civil Di —_ C 
© then lately — the former Diſpoſition of it 
He therefore diſtributed the Adminiſtration. of the of the 
* Empire under four Prafe{ts Pretorio, but for the more conbenient 
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* it, the whole Body of the Empire was caſt into ſeveral — * 1 


* many Provinces within them, which were in the Lam called Dioceſſes, . over 
© every one of which there Was a inted a Vicarius or Lieutenant, to one —— ö 


* the Pretorium was, and Juſtice was 
© thicher Appeals —_— — 75 -under theſe were thoſe Pro-conſuls or 
© whoa tulec brovinces, a d had their Reſidence in che 
2 I the particular of every City: 
ig to this Diſpoſition of the Empire, the Weſtern — of it 
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$ * Diocefy of Gaul, which contained ſeventeen Provinces, The Dioceſs of — 
©which Contained five (afterwards hut three, in Canſtantim d Time; ) the Dioceſs 


the Dioceſs of Rome ten. Under the Pra fettus Prætorio Tiyrici, was the Dioce 
of 2 in which were ſeventeen Provinces, In the Eaſtern Diviſion were 
ioceſs of Thrace, which had ſix Provinces; the Dioceſs of Pontus eleve 
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dan Dioceſs, which had fix Provinces, was under the Prefetur Augufalir; in- 
5 © the time of Thenbfi the ate —— — | 
> ern, whoſe: Metropolis was Theſalevice, and had eleven Provinces g;. the 
*Weftern, whoſe Metropolis was Syrmium, and had fix. Provinces According to 
© this Diviſion vf the Empire, we may better underſtand the Affairs and Govern- 
ment of the Chiucch, which was modelled much after the ſame way, unleſs where - 
Ancient Cuſtom or the Emperourꝰs Edict did cauſe any variation. For as the Cities 
Thad their Biſhops, ſo the Provinces had their Archbiſhops, and the Dioceſſes 
2 Primates, whoſe Juriſdiftion extended as far as the Dioceſs did and as 
it ut Furidici were kept in the Chief City of the Dioceſs for Matters of 
© Civil judicature, ſo the Chief Eccleſtaſtical Councils for the Affairs of the 
C ch, were to be kept there too; for which there is an expreſs Paſſage in the 
Codex of Theodeſaw, whereby Care is taken that the ſame Courie ſhould be uſed in 
Eteleſtaſtical which was in Civil Matters; ſo that ſuch. things. which concerned 
them ſhould be heard in the Synod of the Dioceſs. u SO tee 
This Adjuſtment of the Church to the. Civil State in theſe times; might happily 
be furthered by a Conſideration, That even in the firſt. and beſt. there was ſome- 
thing that reſembled it; for what the Apoſtles Paul and Barnabas are ſaid to de 
* un, in every Church Titus, when. he did the fame, is ſaid. to do it 
*r Min every City; avif to ordain Presbyters in eyery Church, and to do it 
in every City, was but one thing, and that Churches, at that Time, were only 
ſettled in Cles, and but one Church in one City; as indeed, at firſt before the 
3 and ſpreading of Chriſtianity, it ſeems to have been ordinarily. 
* — induced it, it is certain that Chriſtian 7 and Kings (par- 
ref ticularly the famous Canſtantins and Charles the Grret) did. out of a pious Zeal in- 
e Hit. corporate the Church into the State, ſtreagthen it with Laws, and accomodate 
Re. it and conform it; but yet ſo, that not withſtanding that lcorporat ion, the two 
ey, Juriſdictious wore ſtill kept too much divided; the Shurch had Officers of its own 
dis linked each to other by a mutual Dependance, Courts of. its own, and Councils 
Bi. of of its own too, as well as the State, e cal 
Rights. :- 4 fay too much divided, ſor as it is true; That the Church at firſt did hold its 
__ politick Adminiſtratiun in fome ſubordination unto Emperoers-and; Kings; that 
, «cle both called and directed Councils, gave Ia veſtiture to Biſnapꝶ, and at laſt 
vc; bemeg. Claimed Homage from them Aud that Archbiſhops that received their Palls from 
Alert. the Pope, did yet receive their Ferula ( the Enſigus of their Juriſd iction) from 
che E urs: ſo, tho? this were ſomething, it ſeems however to have been an 
77.26, Errour in the fieſt Projectors, that they made not. this Subordiaation and Depen- 
30. {. dance greater, ( ince by thisOmiſſion'Empires and Kingdoms were in a manner 
b., 13. put into a State oſ War, bꝝ ſetting up in them divided ſeparate Juriſdictions. 
21.43. Tiacknowledg the. Errour though great, and pardonable. only to the Zeal 
%% and unexperience of the Times, remained undiſcovered for a while, to wit, till 
. 4:g.'the” Church had found its own Legs; but then, changing Texwe', and 
of, %. a : - | . 
ef. l. raclaiming . Dee, the Hierarchy began to [ſtrike at the Heads of 
„ thoſe. Mo . had. gaiſed and exalted it, and then Emperours: and, Rings 
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tual, ſince it is not Internal; and the External Actions 
perly come under the Cogniſance of the Magiſtrate,” E he 

Avenger of all evil doing, as well as for the pra | 30 
then nothing can remain for the Church to: da unleſs the ſame Actions m 


gent [nzuſtice. Breed great Confuſion, ſor that a-Perſen in the fame Cauſe, * 


"23 5 WE Ga” WW T7 v7 Wwe 
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ghhourhood,| 
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ri Natare of Charth-Governavent. « | 
ez muſt be bearded, and threatned too on all Qeeaſions with the 
Spiritual Sword, by dien, whaß but for the Temporal, might ſtill have lived 
upon Alms. In fine, the K ingdem and prieſthood ever) where contended for 
Superiority, and not a Goverment but had its Cf 41 and its Gibollines, 
and then no wonder if Jure divino ſor the moſt part did carey the point, e ſpeci- 
ally before the Reformation. This Error was the leſs Excuſable, becauſe 
ic was a departure from the great, and in truth, the only Example ofa Holy 
Ki which ſuch: pious Politicians could .gropoſe to themſelves, I mean, 
that of the Hebrews, in which, though matters chat were purely mattes of Re- 
ligion, were diſtinguiſhe from matters purely Civil the matters of God, ' from, 
the matters of the King; yet the Juriſdictions that related to them were not 
Divided; the ſame Senate (only in diſtin Capacities.) as it was compoſed of 
Fathers, as well as of Prieſts and Levitee, ſo it had the Cognizance of all mat- 
ters; nothing diſtinguiſhed the Court in reſpect of the Two kinds of Cauſes, 
Religious, and Secular, hut that it had Two Preſidents, (which ,paſſibly-were „% 8 
to take the Chair as the nature of the Cauſe required, ) An wi was over Lexic 


Authority and Power derived ſrom the King as Sovereign, and Supream in afl. 
Moreover ia Feruſalem did ꝓebeſaphat ſet; & e. (ng O (+41 1:0, 2 Che 
Intruth, the Church having ſubmitted 80 receive lucorpotation into the Civil 8. 
State, or being favoured with it, (for you may take it either way y it was no 1 
longer obliged to continue a Divided Separate Jurifdition ;; for the Reaſon of the's 
Churches ſeparate juriſdiction now failing, (the Magiſtrate being become Chri- Pe 
ſtian, and conſequently Ayding;) the Juxiſdiction that it had before muſt fail M. 
with it, and ſo ceverc to the Magiſtrate. And Reaſon, good it ſhould; and that 
by a reaſon taken even from the nature of Government; for there ought. to 
be, and indeed there can be, but one Spri g andFountain' ot Juriſdiction in one 


Kingdom and Government, Beſides, Eccleſiaſtical Goyernment cannot reach bur 


to the External Actions of Men, and therefore'is very 


ſubjected to the Cogniſance of divided unſubordinate Juriſdictions ; which ſhould 
they be, would breed a great Confufion, ( which I muſt inſiſt upun; ) and be a 


uld be abſolved by one Iuriſdiction, and be condemned by another, and this f 


the Aſſizes by Twelve of the Nei and yet be Canvicted in the Biſhops 
Court, '( which any walt hoppn where the jucifflictions are divided; aud then no 
means ig left, nei of. any Compeſure, if they are alſd unſubordi „) this 
is Confulion.: - As, that he hd be twice Condemned, aud putiiſh'd twice for ons 
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The Nature of Church-Gwvernment. 
As for ſingle Congregations, they are only as ſo many little Fraternities, 
Gilds, or Corporations, Ind conſequent wy have Conſtitutiöns and — 
of their own, as theſe have, wirkout the leaſt danger or cher prejudice that can 
be thought of to the States that permit, or protect them. 
Certoinly the Kingdom of Chriſt, the true Hierarchy, is à Kingdom chat is not 
Secular, or of this Wer ld, that is, it is not an External but a Spirſtual Kingdom, a 
Powet erected in the Hearts and Conſciences of Men, in which he Rules and 
3 by — — Splat and on 1 dow not, 938 — . 
pretend to any Juriſdiction (properly ſo called), there being no Juriſdiction (pro- 
perly ſo called) without Coorcion 200 Compulſion, and . — 
ſion is a way that is not uſed by Chriſt: All the Subjects of Chriſt are Volunteers 
and Freemen, whom as he brings into his Kingdom, ſo he keeps in it, only by 
Perſwaſions, Exhortations, Counſels, and ſuch like Methods. And this Tertullian 
believed, who, in L. ad Scap. ſays, Humani Jurit & naturalis eſt wicuigue quod 
yuaverii culert, nec aliis aut obeſt aut prodeſt alteriur y gie ſed nec religonis oft rogere 
religianem, qu Sponte ſuſcipi debeat, non vi, &c. It is the firſt and chief right of 
humane nature, for every man to worſhip what he thinks he 5 ; nor does the 
1 7 ion of one, either hurt, or profit another, nor can it be any Religion to Com- 
4 eligion ; Religion ought tobe taken upof Choice, and not by force or con- 
©ſtraint, &.] 'So far gone was that Father for Liberty of Conſcience; However, 
it muſt be conf eſſed. That if any Perſons refuſe to obſerve the Rules of Chriſtian So- 
ciety (and particularly the Rules of that Society of which they are Members) it is 
but resfon that they ſhould leave it; and if otherwiſe they will not, that they be 
conſtrained to les ve it: But this by the by Poor 
To be ſure, the Eſſential Church hath no one Form of External Government 
efſigned'to it in the whole; and it was as great wiſdom not to ſettle any in parti- 
cular, for-National Churches : for ſing the Church muſt be Extended into all 
Nations, the Governmemt and Policy of it muſt be of a nature either Ambula- 
tory, ſo as to be accommodated upon Occaſion, or (it muſt be) ſuch an one as 
wi interfering" with them, p conſiſt with all the ſeveral Forms of Civil and 
Secular Government. In my Judgment the Lord Bacon: . well to 
this matter, When he ſayn 1 or my part de confeſs; That in revolving the 
-« Scriptures, 4 could never find any. ſuch ching Cas one Form of Diſcipline in all 
Churches, and that impoſed by neceſſity ofa Commandment and Preſcript out of 
the Word of God, J but that God bad left the like liberty to the Church- So- 
" us: he had done to the Civil Government, to be varied according to 
Time, and Place, and Accidents, which nevertheleſs his high and Divine Pro- 
« vidence;toth- otder and diſpoſe: for all Civil Governments are Teſtrained from 
God tothe [ſeveral Ground of j uſtice and Manners, but the policies and Forms 
aof them are leſt free j ſo thut Monarchies and Kingdoms, Senates and Signories, 
popular States, and Communalties are lawful, and where they are planted, ought 
© to be maintained inviolate. 80 likewiſe in Church matters, the ſubſtance of 
Doctrin is immutable, and ſo are the General Rules of Government; but for 
Kites and Ceremonies, and for the particular Hierarchies, Policies, and Diſci- 
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holden before his Chancellor or 
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only. by the King's Wri ar 
G in "ever from d enceforth Þ 17 — 1 8 ; 
© enact, pror ge, or pots a er nohs$; tipis, Ordinatices; Pro- 
© yincial, or other,or by whatſoever name they thaYf called in Cage 15 
0 * unleſs the Ki ; mo Royal Aſſent and Licence may to Ke . had: 7 | 
Ir. af. 15 „ q 
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e* 2 75 or i 10 ; | 
c (4, The thin 15 Re 'by Aurhority of "Ul Caasebagſen e 
© which ſhall be contrary to the King's "Props ue Royal or to the 
* Laws or Statutes of this Realm; . there the E eren altical Legiſlation it is e ; 
ed to the King. ] And enatted, * "x3: it ſhall b 
© any of the Gat e of this Re: cat. Neat tothe Ning Ms A 
<ſtyiothe Court of Chan era Commitiion is to be directe 
© under the Great Sea 70 70. Perions 3 e „ 
7 * full power to hear, and termine upon ſuch : 
[ And here rhe Jyciſdiction of the Church is 12270 vie 


| King a dd dfrom him; for there. hi 80 ig en Po ee lodge 105 
King an erive or the oer es 
* the aft appeal, the laſt Reſort is "Fg tak W" 
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Add, Wert in the firſt Year 85 bay vi Han Alt entituled Af Aber K ecki 

on of Biſhops, it warenatted, * Tbat none but the King by bis Letters Patents thall 
« collate to any Archbiſhoprick, k.or Biſhoptick. It waz alſo declared, Fhat the uſe 
* of Archbiſhops, and Biſhops; afd . piritual N to make, aud rep out 
$ Summons 1 ir own names gi contrary. to the. form, - and order of the 
mons and Proceſs ofthe Cott / ſec in this Realm, ſeeing that All Au. 
q ctr « of furtſdiftion;* jritual and Ter reg. is derived, 5 deducded from 
© the King's Majeſty, 28 'Suprearn Head of theſe Churches and Realms of England 
and Ireland, and fo Juſtly ial ork by the Clergy of the ſaid. Realms, 
It was therefore ended, That all Courts Eccleſiaſtical, within the 'faid Two 
© Realms, be kept by no other power or Authority either Foreign, or within this 
* Realm, but by the Authority of the King 's Majeſty, and that all Summons and 
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n + Citativnsy/an other Proceſs Eccleſiaſtical be made in the name, and withthe | 

«Style of the King, as it is in his Writs Original and Judicial at the Common 

Law. And it is further enatted,  * That all manner of Perſons that have theEx- 

6 * Ecclefaſtical Juriſdiction, thatt have the King's Arms in their Seals of 

© Office, & cr.” i 

This Act was paſſed in a Parliament of the Profeſſion of the Church of England 

in 1 Eward 6th. and though it were repealed by one of another Characker in | 

1 Maris; yet this repealing Statue _ again + aled in 1ſt of Jane, 1. 25. 

it ſeems phain £ that that ofthe fieſt Y Sixth is revived : But ſup- 

poſing. it is not; yet, in that caſe, thi w aa. 0 * part remain void, the 

Declarative will Kill ſtand good, as 2 the Common Law. Nor doth the 
only ta their ordi y and 


late Act of din ine 2+ 6: 12. „ 
lawful Iuriſdiction, 1 3 1 t is nn Com. 
mon Ldw, or that } 5 rogative . Kings. : 

All that I have faid on this "Occaſion might receive a further — ie 1 | 
there need of more) by the famed Character of King Ken _ made to the Ab- 
bot of Abington, in which was a grant of Exemption from Epiſcopal Juriſdiction , _ 
as there alſo was iff that of Xing Offs made to the Monaſtry . of S. Albans 12 the 

ms of King ſtiled himſelf 2 ey 9.18. Eccleliabicalsy . 


— — | 
the derurion ous Cenſare, ad the pro; aPls 
And thus much for Chuteh-Government, in ite of the 
it is become incorporated by Civil — In Aiſcourſing of which 1 h 
plain, has as no National Draught is of our, Lord. Chriſt u. or or. his A; 
ſigning; ſo that National Churches are al of Human Inſtitution, and 
| vernment Ambalstocy, that i is, Alterable accerding 
as theForms'bf Civil Governments in States, 
oblige it to be, to make ixfit and ſuitable. lam, 
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SIR, 3 — 
Have always acknowledged ſoine Epiſcopacy to be of primitive Antiquity ; 
but you will pleaſe to remember, have likewiſe ſnewed, that that Epiſco 
pace was Presbyterial not Prelatieal; Gon gregational not Dioceſan; And 
that the Primitive Biſhop was offly a firſt Presby ter, that is, a Chairman in 


the College of Presbyters, and not (as in the Dioceſan Hierarchy,.). à Prelate 
of a ſuperior Order that preſided. over ſeveral Congregational Churches, and was 


inveſted” with the Power of ſole Ordination and :fariſdiction;; much leſs was 


he an Officer that kept Courts, that had under him. Chancellours, Commiſſuries, 


Officials, Regiſters, Apparitors, &c. and that judged: L per ſe aut per alium ] in 


. certain reſerved Caſes. 


To make this out, i preſented to yon a Scheme of the Government of the Church, 


both as it wax eftabliſhed and ſettled by the Apoſtles, and as it was aſterwards : 
1 deer H the Apoſtles in all their Inſtitutions did care fully avoid: an Imi- 
tation of th | in 


Temple-Orders, to whichOrders the Prelacical Hierarchy doch 


ily conform. l ſhewed alſo, That the Government ſettled hy the Apoſtles was 


neregational, the Apoſtles in planting of Churches proceeding only after 


--onl 
[the Model and Way of the Synagogues. Ay! all the Churches that we read of 
. in- Scripture, that were conſtituted by the Apoſtles, were only Congregational, 


not National or Provincial: that is, they were as ſo many little Republicks, each 


«conſiſting of a Senate or Elderſhip, with the Authority, and of a People with 


the power; but all independant one of another, and all poſſeſſed of all that Juriſ- 


«diction and Authority over their Members, that was to be ſtanding and ordmary. 


For this Reaſon, tho? every Congregation was but a part, and a ſmall one, yet it 

_ _ Denomination of the whole, every particular Congregation was ſtiled a 
a C . * 5 ; — >: 4 
This will appear more evident, if we conſider, That the Intereſt of the 1 


| had: at fut, ann (for aboy 


comme ds parler: - comme les oy ary diſent quun. Conſul creo 


a, "BAIT, A * 


"The Nature of "er 


— 


was very Sreat, It is true, the 5 ord CO. 
in the Greck, is never [ ont he wh 
a Evangelical Officers, mad 8 2 s Se 
till after the Chxiſtian, Church in TO-RCC 
to the Orders of the Jewiſh. But 2 
4 called Qrao, 
we read of che Order of. | 
ling of amy e I Mini 


| oft 


in e and Deco 5 \ 
RES of 3 


EG 
tive 
lv — don 270 


2 
108 5 — 


e 
bes, were 125 $ 

Nor = mane 4er peculiar unto the Greeks, but, as Caen his 
Inſtitutions J. 4. c. 4. f 1 it _ 2 mas Form-uſed 411 hy the Ro- 
man Hiſtorians, who 7. created Oficers, when he only pro- 
ſided at the Election, and gathered Conn — [of the * Et c eſt uniforme 


des Officiers, 


2 Ku erb freſedoit ſur Prlefion. | 

plain it is that Luke, in 1 — — Null and Burnabas did cbiretonize the 
Elder i intended to no more, but that the Elders were made by the Suf- 
frageof of the People, Nau and Barnabos gat the Bleſtion, and declaring 
Coates the Text ſes aan. and ſo ache Now * uogrns in Bex and Piſcator 
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Tie meets enen, 

at G0 0 i Marin ee, vnd thereſote to chi- 

61s not alway | Popt 80 8 Nor is chirotoniziig 

— 74 taken ſo. Bur ſuppoſing thit ehe Word ze] was uſed by Joſt 

plows, abe it ei eo by ther 825 . for any Creation of 

Officers in general, yet in the primary and proper uſe it ifics ide Popular Suf- 
for Ehirovoma in Swidas is mcyThoy en „ Ratification-made 


fra 

by 2 ? And'this alſd vas the conjmon kee Word at what time when, and in 

dhe Places moſt of chem Republicks). whete the 2 les are laid to chiroton kae: 

And certainly no Man can imagine with'Reafon," That the makin ns ok Elders im its 

firſt Inſtitution ſnould be called Cbirotoma, and be WY me of the Suffrage of 
I in that time, N in ſueh 0 Elders been made 


— by the name of the Action 

| Le ate uſed to be. 

| l e Xtiat when 

the Congreg: Ion ov People 7 rn 'feveral mi s Appearances in 
favour of ron, — ee him ain fer Hi h Prieſt; this Chirors- 


ght nor God 25 Preſident 4 
0 as he is by Feſepbus ) t 
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by Pollex, to Eee — 
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ua ors from the other; and he of the Com: tar dy nee 6 
2 5 2 — ge, as catrying't *he Office by moſt Voce, e 


4 IT Declaration d. Fmade, That ne was Us; 4 0 la "#8 


4 ed Criſis; > All-this is evident from Pliny, Who ttearin Kees "te leg.) Concetn- 


ing the Election of the Strategi, in caſe of Com 3 418, be ch. Ay dy 
ty acomvEparO”, As thy Siezmy dy W e appters to be Diactjroto- 
nerd, L or to have moſt Voices] be U Nallet Clet the Cr5ſ1 be] that he if elefied. 
Here he diſtinguiſnes very plaruly between the ee which he attributes 
to thoſe that ſuffraged, and the C of detlarative ] t, Which was the Act 
of thoſe that yre fad: But he does it aſter ard mor Mat - when ordaming that 
the Tame Rule [thee was obſerved in'the kin hos Srriteg! gi, ſhould be allo oh · 
ſerved in that of the Taxiarchi, he ſays, Ler the ſam he obſerved bor b at to the Epi- 
chirotonia and rhe Cr iſis; that! Is, as to the Süffrag e and ito 5 Reſolve: : 80 that 
Heſychins his. 157 date Ie Neemiaz, . 2%  interprethg's D iſcrimination, re 
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5 The Nature of Chureb. Government. „„ 
plainer than that it was a Cenſure the People could and ought ta haye made of - - 
themſelves, without expecting any new Commiſſion ; as heing in « matter chat h 
the Apoſtles own Conceſlion, they had a proper Voguiſance of, and bvera Perm 
too, whoſe competent Judges they were; as the ame Apoſtle tells them, Do nor 
you judge them that are within, therefore put away, 4 5 Putting away is grounded on 
the Peoples judgment, but delivery unto Satan upon the Apoſtles- And yet 
however putting away may well be called an rν or Rebuke, and be a kind of 
-Puniſhment ; tor to be excluded from the Common Society and Converſation of the 
Faithful, cannot deſerve a milder Expreſſion. | 2 | 
You ſtill inſiſt, That there is and ought to be a Diſparity of Miniſters, becauſe 
there was a Diſparity. between the 12 Apoſtles and the yo Diſciples, and with 
Blendel think, that the jo continued in the ſame Office after the Aſcenſion of our 


7 


Lord, that they had before; for you ſay, ou cannot believe they withdrew their 
Hands from the Plow, or that our Saviour depoſed them from their Office, or de- 

©prefled them into the Rank of private Men. But tho? you do not believe ( as 1 

Kno no need you ſhould.) that the 0 withdrew their Hands from the Plow, or 

that our Saviour depoſed them from their Office, or depreſſed them into the Rank 

of private Men, yet, if their Office was only occaſional, that is, if they were ſent 

by eur Saviour to the Houſe of Iſrael, as Meſſengers upon ſome particular -Occaſi» 

ons, and about a particvlar Buſineſs ; then their Office, ceaſed of Courſe at their 

Return, like thabofa'Prince*'s Envoy, whoſe Office ends with his Buſineſs, that 
is, as ſoon as his Meſſage is done, and he returned with the Account of it. I- 

know of no Juriſdiction the 22 Apoſtles had over the 70, but am ſure, the Office 

and Work of the 50 (whatever it was) related but to the Jews, as being a Bu- 

. ſineſ&'only for that Time, a Time that was the Crepaſculum or Tri, light between 

the Law and Goſpel, Judaiſm and Chriſtianity, while as yet e e Heaven 

was only at hand, but not come, Lat: 10. 9. Ladd, That the Office of the 50 is 

not reckoned in the number of the Aſcenſion Gifts, Eph. 4. 11. And, which is 

more, that the Apoſtles themſelves, had they not received anather, a new Ccm- 
.miſfion aſter the Relurrection of Chriſt, they, by their former old one ( which 

confit med them unto Judæa, as that of the 9g alſo did them, and which was only 

or a 3 Work, Aſatib. 10. 5. ag that of theo alſo was,) could not 

have had an Authority to preach the Goſpel unto the Gentiles, and ſo to lay the 
Foundation of the Catholick Church And therefore the fixſt Commiſſion as it was ; 
limited, ſo it was Temporary, and expired (at furtheſt) when a ſecond was given | 
them, Marth. 28, 18, 19. As 1. 8. Not but that the, as well as the 12 had 
Buſineſs in the Kingdom of Heaven, or the Evangelical State; but they had it not 

under the Denomination of the o, or in vertue of their-firſt Commiſſion or Miſſion, | 
but only as they came to be Officers in this Kingdom, by being conſtituted Evan- 

geliſts, or P rophets, or Paſtors and Teachers, or Deacons, &c. hh 

You offer again in Confirmation. of your Notion of the Apoſtleſhip of Biſhops, 

that Timothy and Titus, and the Angels of the Churches in the Revelation were 
Biſhops, conſtituted by: the Apeſtles with the ſame Authority themſelves had; 
and that the Twelve Apoſtles and Paul were not all the Apoſtles that the Scripture 
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neſs to be Aſſiſtant unto thoſe of the firſt, if not al Ways 
leaſt, to their Work, which was to plant Churches, by making of Converſions, 
and ſetling Orders: And of this ſort of Apoſtles 1 again acknowledge Timothyand 


ſeems, the Argument I uſed loſes all its force with you, becauſe its ſtrength, like 

1 that of the Arch. work, lies in the Combination and Concurrence, and yon con- A 

ſider it only in pieces; not as a whole, and all its parts together and United, but "1 

_ only Ee and part by-part. | _— 
As tor T. 


lations, to have any reaſen to conceive that he was reſident Biſhop of Epbeſus 
and for Tun his Diocek ſeems too large for any ordinary Biſhop. Crete is famed 
d an hun red Cities in od time, and Pliny aſſures us, (L. 4. c. 12.9 
that in big there were ſorty, which were enough for ſo many Biſhopricks. Titus had it 
in Charge, Tit. i, 5. to ordain Elders in every City, and to ordain Eldersin every 
City, was to ſettle a Church in every City; ſo that if every Church muſt have 4 
b6h (s Jome, are confidene it muſt, J chen ever; City in Crere that had a 
Church, had alſo a Biſhap, and ſo poſſibly there were as many Biſhops and Biſho- 
pricks in 1 525 4, de LIM IS 
| nuch abate of the Authority of the Poſtſcript of the Epiſtle to Tirzs. i 
which this Evangeliſt is tiled the Ordained Biſhop 17 Church of, the 2 
18 the Language ol that time, had Titus been indeed the Biſhop of 
Hand, he ought to have been ſtiled Biſhop of the Churches ( and not 
rch ) of the Cretiant. But it ſeems it is taken for granted, that a Bi- 


the Cretiam, where Titus reſided. If Titus was Biſio 
Crete, he was a Bimop of Ri 
ould be moſt in favour of tue 
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formerPaper, . that Timorby and Tus were Evangiliſts ; but it 


, methinks we do too often find him with F. Paul in his pera mbu- 


This Confideration, if well weighed, 


one Church, and therefore, that Titus may be a Biſho 
hurches of Crate muſt. be Conſolitated into one; elſe — — 
in Crete, I would fain know, which was the Church of 
. 
ee etcopolitan, which indeed 
Hierarchy, could it be Evidenced. E 1 hi conic 
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Government ſetled upon the Continte © by hitnſ1 
Elders in every Church, without peine tn 
Biſhopor Metropolitan that ſhould dae | ver 
ſcveral Churches, For my part,” T.could get fee how Tirus Thould underſtand his 
Commiſſion, which was to ordain'Elers in Every City, to carry any other Inten- 
tion with reference to Crete, than the very fame words do, when they are uſed. 
to ſignifie what Paul himſelf, who gaye him this Commiſſion, had done upon he 
Continent, where he and Barnabas ordained Elders in every Church. And there- 
fore as Paul and Barnabm eſtabliſhed fingle Congregations only, and Organized 
them with Elders, and' then left then to govern themſelves by their own Intrin- 
ſick powers; So in the like manner, Titus eftabliſhed Churches in every City, and 
Organized them with Efders, "Which having done, it is very probable that he re- 
turned again unto S8. Paul, to give an account of his Commiſſion. Thus Ties his 
buſineſs in Crete, has the very Idea and Signature of that of an Evangeliſt, or a 
Secundary Apoſtle, without the leaſt Mark of an ordinary Biſhop ; nor is there 
any hint in all the Authentick Scriptures, of his being ordained Biſhop of Crete, 
or indeed of any place elſe. And the like muſt be ſaid of Timothy, with refer- 
ence to Epheſus, who was ſent to the Church there as a Viſitor only, with Apo- 
ſtolical Authority, and fo as S. Paul's Delegate. Nor it Titus his ordaining of 
Elders, a good Argument for ſole Ordination; for the word, Tit. 1. 5. is the 
. fame that is uſed in Acts 6. 3. in the matter of the Deacons, who were appointed 
by the Apoſtles (not one of the Apoſtles, but all) and chaſen by the People. 
And one might well admite that: the ſame word which is Tranflated [appoirtted] 
in one place, ſhould be rendred [ordained] in another, hut that Titus isfaid ro 
ordain, and not to appoint only, chat it might look as if there were a plain Text 
for ſole Ordination. | e 
But what if Timothy and Titus had a power of fole Jariſdiftion ? and a power 
too of making Canons, for the Government of the Church? (Which latter yet 
is an Authority that every Biſhop will not pretend unto, after their Example.) 
The Church then, was in a State of Separation from Secular Government, and 
among Heathen, juſt as the Jews are now, among Chriſtians ; ſo that all it could 
do at that time, was tv perſwade; it could not compel: And therefore it will 
not follow now that the Church is protected, and not only protected by, but In- 
corporated into, the State, that the Officets of it myſt have the ſame powers, and 
Exerciſe them in the ſame manner, as before, or (as Mr: Selden-expreſles it) 
That England muſt be Governed as Epheſus or Crete. It is certain that Kings 
would gain but little by the Bargain, not'to ſay, they muſt depart with their So- 
vereignty to Incorporate the Chriſtian Religion, ſhould this be admitted, that 
Church-Authority, -Church-Power muſt be till the ſame after ſuch Incorporation, 
as before. For a ſeparate National Iuriſdiction Exerciſed by one or many, is 
A Soleciſm in State, eſpecizlly if it claim by the Title of Jure diuim, a Title that 
renders it independent upon, as well as unbopndahle and uncontroulable by all 
ihn þ Inriſdiction Onru Wweare! that of K j Ls; and other States. 
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Cit in Suſpicion when they ' ſhall meet wit chat oodneſs, as they will 
think it eo work upon him, or ſhall have any Archbiſhop of an high Spirit, 
al Authority ſhall be wounded, and Biſhops will aſpire to an Abſolute 


much further as to tell um That a Biſhap, as à Biſhop had never any Eccleſiaſtical - 

*ſuriſdiction [ in we ];. for as ſoon as he was Electus Confirmatus, that is, af- 

* ter the Three Proclamations in Bom Church, he might Exerciſe Juriſdiction be- 

* fore he was Conſecrated, and yet till then L that he was Conſecrated ] he was, 

no Biſhop, neither could he give Orders. Beſides, ſays he, Suffragans were Bi- 

* ſhops, and they never claimed any Juriſdiction. 7 J | i | 

As tor.the Angels in the Revelation, I ſee no Evidence in what is ſaid tho? much - © 

js ſaid )- to prove them to have been Dioceſans. It will not follow they were 

ſingle perſons, becaulethey are called 'a5ters not Age, as who would Tay they 5 

are compared to Stars, and not to Conſtellations; for the Truth is, both theſe - - 

Words are uſedpromiſcuouſly, as well for the Conſtellations as for the ſingle Stars, 
ſo that no ſtreis is to be laid upon the Word that is uſed, for either de Beſides, 
lome are of the Opinion, That to the making of it clear that theſe Angels: wers 
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Number of the Angels belony | ey: Wen the. Hely Ghoſt 
ſaid, 7 he ſeven Candleſlicks ay inte to ſigniſie that 
the Angels were but ſeven, 38 wrches ner have 
ſaid, / the ſeven Stars are the ſer 1% of tho} | B not 
ſatisfied that any gteat Streſs ſho | Criti- 
cal Nicities, ſo, ſhould I yield, wi 
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AC 55 which you ground upon, _ 
een, don from the Times of the 
ins: e 78 uno more of cogency in it than the 
Teriullian . elices, ſays, Precurre Eccleſias 


1 oborum ſuis lots præſidentur, &c. And I 
be ſaid to have ſate in Chair, and 
e Chairs be underſtood of Chairs of Doctrin, in tlie 
Senſe in ibes and Phariſees are faid to ſit in Hoſes ;* for in 
his Senſe All thoſe Churches were Apoſtolical, and had Apoſtolical Succeilion, 
ir being foanded upon the Dori of the Apoſtles, had ſuch perſons only in 


Tir over them, as did continue therein. But el ſe, I cannot believe my 


or 


* 


properly Biſhops, in the Modern Senſe of the Word, and that they had fixed 
Seats, which -yet is the Baſis upon which ſuch Catalogues muſt ſtand; ſure 1 am, 
- Athanaſiu in his Comment upon the Epiſtle to the Romans, ad c. 2. v. 1. affirms 
their Office to have been to go up and down and preach, circumvagars ( as his 
Tranſlator renders him) & Evangelinm pradicare ; — that in the Judgment of this 
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ſo celebrated a Father, the Apo 
ſort ol Officers. that were affe, 
As for Epaphrodi;us, I cannqt hepelwar 
(hom yet I take for a very IE 
of Wals Aleſſalinug to believe ag 
Fe of the Philippians, only becauſe 
The Obſervation Wal has made oF hep 
the Eyangeliſts, by S. Paul in any. other Pla 
Iy De Sancto Miniſterio, will ho d nd Waters; / 
which Place the Word is uſed.in a Co] Sen! 
our Tranſlators, ſtands impregnable, agaÞplaun furect and una vo. 


>, 


as he is ageed by the moſt. ( thoꝰ not by. all) to have done, hat dur f 
ag wech Year oft Ah welball ve litt 
I 


Century, and yet ſo near as he was to. the Apoſtles. own rg 


were Sects and Hereſies even in the Times of the Apoſtles, and tha 
— Jan 8. Auſtin, Philaftrius and. Epiphanius have furniſhed the Chriſtian World 
with large Catalogues of them, and of lome in their own times; and Jet I doubt 
not you will acknowledge, there were Biſhops in the Church, even in thoſe times; 
So.that. Epi ſcopacy, if it be not Coercive, Is no ſuch e He- 
reſies, as vou would have us believe; and if it be Coercive, it is not purely 2 
ian and Spiritual, but, in ſo much, has ſomething in it of Secular and Worl 15 
ups I have reinforced my main Argument, and removed ſuch Exceptions as you 5 
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that Text with the 24. Chapter of the fame Evangeliſt, Ver. 2, 14; and_24.. The 


U 


| ſays, He would be with his Apoſtles, until the end of the Jewiſh World, he is 


fog in any Arguments againſt mire, which carries it, in the 
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edge of the Apoſtles is called 
Primacy was dde unto him, 
Nuts (generally ſpeaking ) al- 


of Hlierifale u, ſpake with more 
iht Plape and Freſident of the 
unde an eminent Character, for 
nent Dignity, as à Prelate. As 
> re,; And though he put him 
ce 'miight be only in reſpect of his 


Eequetcty is no great Argument 


— 


hp. 


14 Den 


- 


wing more Biſhops-than-one in oneCity, =} 
Mough he did not approve it. Byiphanius alſo is cited. ⁵ 
bor. 14-.24. which may be tranſlated ¶ in the Aſſembl ies, 

, chat thece' Were, at that time, ſeveral-teparate Meetings for 


mn 


bein 10 Nes in one City or Town, where was but one durch; And yet I 
rn might happen to be ſo, u Occaſion; for our Experience Evinces it 


has been ſo of late, in a time of Per ſecution, among the Diſſenting Churches, and 
hat has been in our time, might on like Occaſions have been before it. Ho- 
ever, this Accident would not prove, nor indeed do I ſind any other proof, that 
there were in the firſt times of Chriſtianity, Paſtors ho had the Care of ſeveral. . 
Churches; or, that any Church at thar time did take in ſeveral Cities or Towns, 
whieh mere remote; à Church properly heing a Coagregation, and conſequently. 
the People of a Vicinage or Neighbeurhood, under Orders. Cenchrea, though: 
one of the Ports of Corinth,” had u of its own, diſtant from that at Co. 
rieb; and none, I think; will ſay, That that Church was Dioceſan. The Coun- 
cix of Chalcedon prohibited abſolute Otdinatiohs. | 1 45 
That the end of the World; AMatb 28. 29, is. literally to be underſtood of the 
end of the Jewiſh Policy, or the Moſaical ſeculum, ſeems evident, by comparing 


meaning of Alat. 1. 29. is, That Fo/eph did not know his Wife till ſhe had brought 
forth her Rirſt. born, and that it will not follow, that he knew her afterward; And 
in this ſenſe of [ until J I make it patalleFwith ar. 28. 20 So that when Chriſt 


plain, he would be with them ſo long, but doth not imply by that C until ] that 
he would be With them no longer. Without the favour. that we commonly allow 
to popular Expreſſions, what is ſaid, Mat. 28. 20. will not hold in the uſual ſenſe 
that is given it, as to. the. Apoſtles Succeſſors, and with that favour, I ſeeno - 
Letter. unto the 
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